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 Message From the President 
 

Fall will be arriving soon; however, as I'm writing this in early August another heat 

wave is in the forecast.  Hope you are remembering to water frequently and are 

moving some more sensitive plants or all of them into a little shade.  

This fall's meeting schedule should be finalized by the time you receive this news 

letter.  We are planning to have two professional presentations as part of the fall 

lineup. These lecture/demos will cover temperate as well as tropical plants for those 

of you who have some indoor trees. We are also planning our own mini show. 

Members are asked to bring in their best tree for display.  Extra display stands will be 

available for those who might need them and assistance given to help you display 

your tree.  One of the best rewards of bonsai is to display and share your wonderful 

creations with others.  We also need trees to display at the Mid-Atlantic show and 

our various venues such as the "Cherry Blossom Festival" in the spring. Based on the 

activity seen at our last BYO tree meeting, everyone has a special tree worthy of 

display.  You may not think so but take the plunge! 

Our Meeting Attendance Award has changed.  This year your name will be entered 

into a special drawing for each meeting you attend.   The drawing will be for a bag 

of  “Bonsai Gold.” Yes, you guessed it, Bonsai Gold is a bag of soil!  The more meet-

ings you attend, the better your odds of winning.  Office holders and board mem-

bers are excluded from participating.   Plan to see everyone at the fall meeting. 

 

There was a lot of 

info exchange at 

our May 24th 

meeting which 

was a BYOT (Bring 

Your Own Tree) 

session.  Knowl-

edgeable club 

members shared 

advice with mem-

bers who had 

questions or need-

ed direction.   

BSLV President, Greg Krause 

-Greg 

Mixed media art by Y. Tan 



BSLV 2016 Fall Semester 

All meetings are held at the Bethlehem Area Vocational-Technical School at 7:30 pm unless otherwise 

noted.   In case of inclement weather, please call Jack Kane @ 610 691-2161.   

Note:  No smoking anywhere on BAVTS campus!  

Our NEW meeting room is C-309.  It is the last room in the C-Wing across the parking lot from the greenhouse where we 

used to meet.  Enter through garage door. 

September 27 (Tuesday)  7:30 pm – Robert Mahler of Kifu Bonsai, lecture/demo, topic of his choice, 

material to be raffled.   

 

Robert Mahler Bio 

 

-Began bonsai under Chase Rosade in 1985 at age 14 

 

-In 1989 traveled to Japan to apprentice under Susumo Sudo, bonsai and keido master 

at Tochigi-Ken 

 

-Bob is fluent in Japanese 

 

-Returned to US in 1994 and became bonsai curator at Brooklyn Botanic Gardens 

 

-Left BBG in 2005 to work with bonsai lovers via lectures, classes, collection mainte-

nance and tours to Japan 

 

-Most recently worked as nursery manager at Bowman’s Hill Wildflower Preserve 

 

-Lives in E. Greenville with wife Jess and several dogs.  This is where his business, Kifu 

Bonsai, is located. 

 

-Favorite material:  Japanese White Pine, Satsuki Azalea and Japanese Flowering Apricot 

(Ume.) 

October 15  (4th Thursday)  7:30 pm –Wandering Tree Critique & Selection  What’s That?  Since our 

recent exhibits have limited the number of trees shown, we want to give every member of our club 

the opportunity to show his or her BEST BONSAI at this meeting.  Prepare your tree as you would 

for a public exhibit:  Weed, prune, wire if necessary and clean the pot. 

 

Please just bring 1 bonsai tree per member.  You could bring a stand or mat (whatever you have—

there will be extras if you need to borrow) accompanied by an accent plant/stand/artifact/suiseki.  

Sorry, no scrolls since there will be no “background” on which to hang them.  We will use the horse-

shoe table arrangement in our meeting room for the formal display setup.  Then we will have a team 

of experienced exhibitors wander around and offer suggestions on each tree/display.  This is not a  



BSLV 2016 Fall Semester, continued 

competition, just a friendly, helpful exchange!  No foul language or hand-to-hand combat allowed!!!  

We will also use this chance to note possible club display trees for future public exhibits such as the 

Cherry Blossom Festival, MABS, etc. 

 

November 15th (Tuesday)  -Solita Rosade of Rosade Bonsai Studio, lecture/demo on tropical material 

to be raffled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 24 (Tuesday), 2017  Snow date, January 31 (Tuesday)   BSLV Annual Banquet, location TBA 

 

February 28, 2017 (Tuesday)  -A selection of videos on a variety of bonsai topics will be presented. 

Solita Rosade Bio 

 

-Born in Columbia, educated in US, Spain and Switzerland 

 

-First exposure to bonsai in 1984 class in Columbia 

 

-A few of her board positions include Chair Emeritus of WBFF, Past President of BCI, 

current President of NAFF 

 

-Heavily involved in the world bonsai community 

 

-A world traveler and lecturer at International Bonsai Conventions 

 

-Now, of course, shares day-to-day activities of Rosade Bonsai Studio 

 

This ancient Japanese ukiyoe print 

shows people comparing flowering 

bonsai.  A Bring Your Own Tree 

Meeting from the 19th century? 



PLAN AHEAD…… 

 

 

 

MidAtlantic Bonsai Societies  

2017 Spring Festival 

 

April 7-9, 2017 

at the Crowne Plaza Cromwell 

Hartford, CT 

$94 per room 

 

Featured Artists: 

Akio Kondo, Japan 

Will Baddeley, UK 

Boon Manakitivipart, USA 

 

Lecture/Demos/Vendors/Exhibits/Critiques/

Workshops and, of course, the Banquet/Auction! 

 

Registration forms will be emailed 
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Some BSLV Events and Activities from 2016 

One of the goals of our group is to educate the 

public about bonsai care and styling.  Member Bill 

Tanner observes as Jim Gillespie does a lecture-

demo for visitors at the Governor Wolf Garden 

Faire on May 13-14 in Bath. 

On April 30 Allentown’s annual Cherry 

Blossom Festival was held.  Our club had 

a variety of species of bonsai trees on dis-

play.  Members were on hand to answer 

questions and give information. 

Print by Utagawa Kunisada, 1840-1880  

Our BSLV picnic, held right here at the Kondikoff Farm on June 25, was 

one of our most successful, most profitable and most attended one ever!!!  

Many thanks to our auctioneer, Jim Gillespie, our accountants, Jack Kane 

& Linda Brant and our runners, Dave Tettemer, Jim Brant & Jim Heacock 

and to our cook, Mike Fulmer.  Thanks to Jim Kondikoff for getting the 

yard in shape and prepping for this event!  Also, thanks to all who were 

on the tent committee and all of you who contributed those fine side dish-

es. As you may remember, there was no shortage of mouth-watering des-

serts!  Thank you! 

Congratulations to BSLV member Joe Sauer for winning an Honora-

ble Mention at the 10th Annual Morning Call Exhibition held at the 

Baum School of Art. His stained glass featured a triple trunk bonsai 

tree with shaped 3-D wire branches. 



Bonsai-Related  

Events 
                               …..compiled by Jim Gillespie 

  

Contact Jim at 610-837-6688 or 

jagill@verizon.net for more information 

Jim inspecting a styled tree at MidAtlantic 

September 10-11  5th National Bonsai Exhibit, Total Sports Experience, 435 W. Commercial St., 

E. Rochester, NY Exhibit, demos, vendors, banquet/auction. Fee.  www.usnational bonsai.com 

 

September 24  Brussel’s Bonsai Open House & Sale, Olive Branch, MS  Free  

www.brusselsbonsai.com 

 

October 4-November 6  Susquehanna Bonsai Club Exhibit @ Hershey Gardens, Hershey, PA  

Admission.  www.susquehannabonsaiclub.com 

 

October 8-9  21th Annual Carolina Bonsai Expo, North Carolina Arboretum, Asheville, NC.  

Free.  www.ncarboretum.org 

 

October 13-16   Pacific Northwest Bonsai Convention, Olympia, WA  Registration.  

www.psba.us/pnbca-2016 

 

October 15  Nature’s Way Open House Harrisburg, PA featuring Larry Jackel (CO),  Free.    

www.natureswaybonsai.com  

 

October 26-30  Golden States Bonsai Federation Convention 39, “Bonsai Convergence: Gather 

at the Rivers”   Sacramento, CA  Registration.  www.gsfbconvention.org 

 

October 29-30   Brandywine Bonsai Society Show, Longwood Gardens, Kennett Square, PA  9-5  

Admission.  www.gobbs.org 

 

 

US National Arboretum, Washington, DC  Free Events  

 

October 14-17   

40th Anniversary of National Bonsai & Penjing Museum 

Reopening of Japanese Pavilion 

Bonsai Festival 

 

October 28-November 15   

Autumn Bonsai:  The Colors of Nature 

 

www.bonsai-nbf.org 

 



 
 

 

      
“Experience Art in Nature” 

         
       Jim Gillespie 
       3183 Pine Rd. 
       Danielsville, PA    18038 
 
                              (610) 837-6688 
                        jagill@verizon.net 

                                     

BSLV  DUES  

 
 

      

 

   
 

 

 Benefits include: 
 

-Educational Programs & Workshops 

-International Speakers 

-Newsletters 
-BSLV Website 

-10% Discount on Sho Fu En Merchandise 

-Auction/Picnic 
-Annual Banquet 
 

 

     B   S  L  V 

 $40.00/ individual 
 $45.00/ family 

 (still a bargain!) 
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We will continue to hold silent auctions during all club meetings as an on-going fund-

raiser for club activities.  Please consider offering up some of you bonsai trees, materi-

als, tools, books or art for these monthly auctions.  You keep 75% of the final price, 

the club gets 25%. 

 

For the Attendance Award, remember to sign-in at every meeting.  The person with the 

highest attendance will earn the coveted bag of “Bonsai Gold” potting soil! 

Please Keep in Mind 


