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“Tuition to Bonsai College just decreased.” 
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Welcome back.  We’ve had a wet (too) 

and hot (too) summer!  If all your trees are 

looking well, congratulations.  I was 

scrambling, moving for shade and water-

ing or propping.  

I have high hopes for our first fall exhibit 

in years.  Possibility of some autumnal col-

or? Glenmar Nursery seems real accom-

modating in their desire for us to do well.  

We’ve been south & west, let’s try north!  

To repeat some instructions: please mark 

back of tree with tape & initials, mark all 

other times (stands, accents, etc.) with ini-

tials.  Trees should arrive well-watered. 

This is my last message as president (yes, I 

missed a couple!) I want to echo the seri-

ousness of the impassioned plea on page 2.  

Our membership and participation is the 

lowest in years, maybe decades.  We need 

your help to continue to function as a club 

which revolves around this enjoyable, liv-

ing art form.  I think our Spring Semester 

promises a wealth of information from 

speakers on varied subjects.  Lastly, I’d 

like to thank several people who have 

helped me and the club over the years.  

Alphabetically: Linda Brant, for providing 

the coffee and goodies at our meetings, 

Michael Fulmer for being our perennial 

picnic chef, Jack Kane for coordinating 

multiple shows and for helping word the 

 Message From the President 

newsletter plea, Linda Kondikoff for 

her patience/expertise with the news-

letter and for hosting the picnic over 

the years and Bob Ruhe for CMA by 

posting the schedule online. 

 

                                                    Jim 



Important Message for BSLV Members 

YOUR HELP IS CRITICALLY NEEDED 

 
As BSLV enters its 40th year, the club faces some major challenges:  

 

1. Meeting Location 

 

After almost losing our meeting facility at Bethlehem VoTech after 25 years due to the termination of VoTech’s Horticulture 

Program, we fortunately got a last minute reprieve for 1 year.  Do you have any suggestions on where our club can meet in the 

future?   Cost, facilities (sink, work tables, flooring, etc.), accessibility and location are primary considerations.  

 

2. Club Officers and Board Members 

 

As we approach our election of officers this November, BSLV is facing a very serious issue – new people are critically 

needed to step forth and take offices in the club.  Please give serious consideration to serving as an officer or being on the 

board. 

 

BSLV offers a unique opportunity for those interested in bonsai to hear outstanding speakers (both international and domes-

tic), learn and work on bonsai techniques and share experiences with other club members.  Other special features include our 

annual picnic and auction, our annual club dinner, the newsletter and the opportunity to purchase bonsai supplies at a discount 

through Sho Fu En Bonsai (often set up at club events).   

 

For our club to survive we need new people to get involved in its planning and operation.  As you may be aware, a small core 

of our members have rotated through our board positions for many years, and, for the health and future existence of the club , 

it is critical that some new people step up into these positions!  If we are to have a viable club, we cannot expect these 

same people to keep taking the positions.   

 

There are four offices that need to be filled: 

 

Office     Skills needed 
 

President    A strong interest in the club and some planning, 

     organizational, and coordination skills. 

 

Vice President    Same as president, with an interest in assuming the  

     presidency at the next 2-year cycle. 

 

Treasurer    Some basic money handling and recording skills, 

     some computer experience, an ability to pay club bills,  

                                                                         pay speakers, keep track of  event expenses and collect club dues. 

 

Secretary    Basic record keeping skills, the ability to maintain club  

                                                                        membership lists and deal with club correspondence (spreadsheets  

                                                                        exist to help you.) 

 

 

Additionally, volunteers to serve as at-large board members are also needed.  The requirement for being on the board is 

caring about the club and a desire to help plan its activities and insure its future.   

 

Some important notes about these positions: 

--You do not need to be a bonsai expert or even have much bonsai experience to 

hold an office  There are plenty of experts in the club willing to share bonsai experience and help with contacts for 

bonsai programs.   
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--You do not need to be an accountant to be treasurer.  The club financial structure is relatively simple and there are plenty 

of people to provide training and guidance.  

 

--The club only meets once a month; board meetings occur only two or three times a year. Most of the officer responsibili-

ties can be done with flexibility and at your convenience. 

 

The club needs your support now!!!  Please step forth if you would like to insure that the club will continue.  If you can see your way 

to being nominated for one of our offices or would like to serve on the board, please contact club president Jim Gillespie at 

jagill@verizon.net or by phone at (610) 837-6688. 

 

3. New Memberships 

 

Many of our members have been in the club for many years.  Getting new members to join continues to be a challenge, but is crucial 

for the long-term survival of the club.  Any ideas for attracting new members are welcome.  If anybody has a good connection to 

local newspapers (especially the Morning Call Calendar and Go Guide), your help in getting good publicity for the club and its activ-

ities would be appreciated. 

BSLV 2013 FALL SEMESTER 
All meetings are held at the Bethlehem  Area Vocational-Technical School at 7:30 pm unless otherwise noted.   In 

case of inclement weather, please call Jim Gillespie 610-837-6688. 

Note:  No smoking anywhere on BAVTS campus!  

 

September 19th (Thursday) Pauline Muth from West Charlton, NY, returns with a lecture/demo on white 

cedar.  Raffle.  Check out Pauline’s bio on her website:  pfmbonsai.com 

 

October 8 (Tuesday) Show prep, ID & BYO specifically for final touch-ups & suggestions on your entries 

for the weekend’s show at Glenmar Nursery.  It would be helpful to have all the trees identified correctly 

(species, style etc. ) ahead of time so we don’t have as much last-minute scrambling on the nametags.  Not 

showing trees?  Please bring a tree to the meeting anyway so you can work on it and get advice. 

  

October 12 & 13 (Saturday & Sunday) Show at Glenmar Nursery & Garden Center, 746 Copella Road, 

Bath, PA.  18014. Showtimes: Sat. 8-5, Sun. 10-5.  This show is in conjunction with Northampton County 

Open Gate Farm Tour.  Tour hours: 1-5 both days.  The piggy-back with the Farm Tour should provide a 

good crowd.  Also, owner Michael Szoke and office manager/designer Lori Metz have already started adver-

tising our presence in their newsletter and will continue to do so in the tour notices and newspaper ads. All 

members should be excited about showing off one or two or your treasures to the curious public!  Please re-

spond to Jack Kane’s request for trees and sitters (attached) by filling out the forms and emailing them back. 

 

Directions to Glenmar:  Take 512 North through Bath to traffic light in Moorestown.  Take left onto Rt. 

946, go approximately 1/2 mile, then turn right at Salem UCC onto Copella Rd.  Proceed down hill, 

Glenmar will be on your right. 
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2013 BSLV  Display Guidelines 
 

 

All members are encouraged to submit up to two trees.  This is a great opportunity to show the art of bonsai to the Lehigh Valley 

community, to display your bonsai and, hopefully, to attract new membership into BSLV.  Since we would like to give as complete 

a picture of the craft as possible, trees at various stages of development are eligible for display.  However, the following guidelines 

for submitted trees must be followed: 

 

Trees must be well groomed 

Trees must be free of disease and insects 

Neat wiring is allowed to remain on the trees 

Trees must be in suitable bonsai containers:  ceramic pot, slab, or rock 

Well placed moss is encouraged for the display, but not required 

Bonsai pots or containers must be clean  

The plantings must be weed free 

A stand or other display surface (e.g. wooden blanks, bamboo mats) should be provided for the trees; extra stands will be 

available if you do not have anything suitable  

Accent plants should accompany submitted trees; extra accent plants will be available if you do not have anything suitable 

 

LABELING  

Trees for display should be marked on the BACK of the pot with the owners name or initials.  The marking should be on 

the back, in a location which is directly behind the front of the tree (the front being on the opposite side from the mark-

ing).  All other materials for the display should be labeled with the name of the owner. 

 

WATERING OF TREES  

Trees should be well watered by the owner when they are delivered to the display area.  Trees will be watered, as needed, 

during the show, but starting off with a well watered tree would be helpful.    

BSLV 2013 FALL SEMESTER, continued 

November 19 (Tuesday)  Making Clay Vessels, led by our own Linda Kondikoff.  Come learn how to create one or two original 

“pinch pots” for your accent plants.  Cost: $8.00 per person.  This will cover cost of clay and firing.  Guests welcome.  

 

January 28, 2014 (Tuesday) Tentative Annual Banquet date.  Location: return to Human Springs? 

 

Plan ahead…. 

MidAtlantic Bonsai Societies 31st Spring Festival 
April 25-27 

Returns to Ramada Inn & Conference Center  

Rt. 10, East Hanover, NJ 

Featuring:  Takashi Iura-Japan 

                                                                 Corin Tomlinson-England 

                                                                 Suthin Sukosolvisit-Massachusetts 

www.midatlanticbonsai.freeservers 



September 7-8  International Bonsai Arboretum Open House & Sale, 9-4, Rochester, NY, 

www.internationalbonsai.com, free 

 

September 12-15  ABS Learning Seminars: “For the Love of Bonsai,” Saratoga Springs, NY, 

Lecture/demos, workshops, vendors, exhibit, www.loveofbonsai.com, registration 

 

September 19-22  Pacific Northwest Bonsai Clubs Association Conference “Combining Two 

Worlds,” Spokane, WA, www.inlandbonsai.com/convention, registration 

 

September 20-21   Constructing Japanese Water Features-Workshop, sponsored by NAJGA-

Regional Meeting, Shofuso Japanese House, Phila, PA, info 503-222-1194 

 

October 4-6  Annual Exposition at Montreal Botanic Gardens (Jardin Botanique), 9-6, Montre-

al, Quebec, Canada 

  

October 11-November 10  Susquehanna Bonsai Club Exhibit at Hershey Gardens, Hershey, 

PA, admission  

 

October 12-13  18th Annual Carolina Bonsai Expo, North Carolina Arboretum, Asheville, NC, 

exhibit, vendors, demos, www.ncarboretum.org, free 

 

October 13-25 Walking tour of Kyoto, sponsored by Sukiya Living Magazine  (JOJG)

www.rothteien.com, 207-273-2907 

 

October 19 Nature’s Way Open House and Sale, 9-6, Linglestown, PA, 

www.natureswaybonsai.com, free 

 

October 26-27 Yama Ki Bonsai Society Exhibit at New York Botanical Garden, 10-6, 2900 

Southern Blvd., Bronx, NY, admission & parking.  Also KIKU:  Art of the Japanese Garden 

with Chrysanthemum Festival. 

 

October 31-November 2  GSBF Convention XXXVI  “Bonsai Artist Studio:  Outside the 

Box,” Burbank, CA., lecture/demos, exhibit, vendors, workshops, tours, 

www.gsbfconvention.org, registration 
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Bonsai-Related  
Events 

                               …..compiled by Jim Gillespie 

  

Contact Jim at 610-837-6688 or 

jagill@verizon.net for more information Jim inspecting a styled tree at MidAtlantic 



Bonsai-Related Events, continued 
 

October 31-November 3   Shunga-ten Exhibit, UenoGreen Club, Tokyo, Japan, All Japan 

Shohin Bonsai Association. 

 

November 2-3   Brandywine Bonsai Society Annual Show at Longwood Gardens, 9-5, Kennett 

Square, PA, bonsai, viewing stones & ikebana, www.gobbs.org, admission 

 

 

November 2013 34th Taikan-ten Exhibit, Miyako-Messe, Kyoto , Japan 

 

November 30 New England Bonsai Gardens Winterfest, 9-5, Bellingham, MA, 

www.nebonsai.com, free 

 

Free Events at US National Arboretum, Washington, DC, open 10-4 (check before going) 

October 26-Nov 10,  Autumn Bonsai:  Falling into Winter,  www.usna.usda.gov,  202-245-

5898  
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BSLV Annual Banquet, 2/13 

Good Times! 



 
 

 

      
“Experience Art in Nature” 

         
       Jim Gillespie 
       3183 Pine Rd. 
       Danielsville, PA    18038 
 
                              (610) 837-6688 
                        jagill@verizon.net 
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BSLV  DUES  

 

 

      

 

   

 

 

 Benefits include: 

 

-Educational Programs & Workshops 

-International Speakers 

-Newsletters 

-BSLV Website 

-10% Discount on Sho Fu En Merchandise 

-Auction/Picnic 

-Annual Banquet 
 

 
 

     B   S  L  V 

 $40.00/ individual 

 $45.00/ family 

 (still a bargain!) 

If you want to expand your bonsai hori-

zons, why not try a bonsai ring?  Not 

extreme enough for you?  Perhaps you 

could create a miniature hobbit hole to 

accent your bonsai tree! 



Bonsai Times 
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